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“We chose a raw material palette 
of hardwoods – spotted gum and 
blackbutt – and we recycled bricks 
from the lean-to we pulled down 
for the new paved courtyard.”
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AS WELL AS DESIGNING HOUSES, 
Sydney-based architect Eoghan Lewis 
gives guided architectural walking tours 
in Sydney, including one that explores 
the design methodology of Opera House 
architect Joern Utzon. During one of those 
outings years ago he met Fiona Paul and 
Leigh Elmes, and the three enjoyed an 
instant connection, which was further 
cemented over coffee after the tour. 
 In 2004, Fiona and Leigh purchased 
their first ever home: a modest heritage-
listed two-bedroom sandstone cottage. It 
ticked plenty of boxes, despite being located 
near Sydney airport, and the fact it was a bit 
neglected and rundown.
 “Previously, we’d chosen to rent in 
places where we couldn’t afford to buy,” 
Fiona recalls. “But after the children had 
moved out, we wanted to buy an affordable 
house closer to inner city life and café 
culture, and that’s how we stumbled  
across Tempe.
 “We never thought we’d buy a 

renovator’s delight because we are not 
handy people,” she adds, “but the location 
was great – it’s very quiet – and it had a 
lovely aspect on a wide pretty street. It’s on 
a deep block for the inner city and I love 
gardening, so it was ideal for us.”
 Once they’d settled in, Fiona looked 
at ways of adding a small painting studio 
to the backyard, and after discarding the 
idea of an off-the-shelf shed, she called the 
only architect she knew: Eoghan. He was 
happy to take on the job, but convinced the 
couple to design a masterplan for future 
renovations at the same time, even if they 
opted to delay building until later. As it 
was, once the plans were submitted to 
Marrickville Council, the project quickly 
snowballed.
 “When we presented to Council, they 
were really supportive of our scheme,” 
Eoghan recalls. “We chose a raw material 
palette of hardwoods – spotted gum and 
blackbutt – and we recycled bricks from the 
lean-to we pulled down for the new paved 

A chance meeting with a sympathetic architect resulted in 
a happy collaboration, when a couple of “non-renovators” 
decided to overhaul their first ever home.

Hand 
crafted   

v 

The battened hardwood 
pergola defines and 
shelters the courtyard while 
high-level windows allow 
deep winter sun 
penetration and secure 
cross ventilation when the 
house is unattended.  
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courtyard. That helped to tie the addition 
into the quality of Tempe, which is a mixed-
use area with houses and light industrial 
factories. We also wanted materials that 
would weather well, and tie in beautifully 
with the existing sandstone.”
 Fiona says that Leigh especially was 
keen to avoid putting a “boring glass box” 
at the back of the house, so Eoghan opted 
to keep the existing floor plan of discrete 
rooms mostly intact. The former lounge 
room is now a dining area, the living 
space occupies a new room that extends 
to the side boundary, and the kitchen and 
bathroom remain in place, although they 
are much more functional and enjoyable 
spaces now.
 “The kitchen is fantastic,” Fiona says.  
“It is modest in some ways – it doesn’t have 
a giant fridge or two ovens – but it all  
works brilliantly: it’s not cramped like the 
old kitchen.” 
 Despite its position in the centre of 
the house, the kitchen no longer requires 
artificial light during the day, thanks to 
a large sculptural skylight overhead. “To 
keep costs down, Eoghan used a standard 
skylight but he shaped it differently and 
angled it to the north-west, so that from a 

TEMPE, NSWHOUSE PROFILE
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Shaded highlight windows enable sunlight to passively heat 
the house in winter, and provide natural ventilation of warm 
air in summer. The beauty of the original sandstone 
structure is celebrated in the addition, and also provides 
thermal mass.

l

They were keen to avoid 
putting a “boring glass 
box” at the back, so 
instead opted to keep 
the original floor plan and 
reassign the rooms. The 
living space now extends 
to the side boundary, 
while the kitchen and 
bathroom remain in place 
but are more functional and 
enjoyable spaces than  
they were.
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Inspired by Japanese bathhouse culture, 
the bathroom can be fully opened to the 
backyard, or the screen can be closed  
for privacy. 

light and heat perspective, it works really 
well,” Fiona says.
 Eoghan augmented the thermal 
properties of the existing sandstone walls 
with new in-slab hydronic heating and 
water radiators in the dining room and 
bedroom, to help maintain indoor comfort 
all year round. He employed other design 
strategies too – such as an angled roof and 
upper level windows in the new living space 
– that bring winter sun deep into the house, 
and passively vent out summer heat. 
 The new combined bathroom and 
laundry is a beautiful calm space, according 
to Fiona, with its black slate walls and floor, 
blonde plywood joinery that divides the 
space into zones and provides storage, and 
a sliding screen that opens up to reveal an 
established frangipani tree.
 “Leaving the bathroom at the back of 
the house was somewhat counterintuitive,” 
Eoghan admits, “but it allowed us to explore 
the clients’ interest in bath houses, and the 
Japanese idea of locating the bath in the 
garden. It’s a very tranquil room that has a 

great relationship to the outside.”
 The newly landscaped backyard now 
presents as a series of garden rooms: the 
paved and stepped courtyard off the living 
area is great for gatherings, while the lawn 
outside the studio is a natural suntrap. A 
vegetable garden occupies the top section 
alongside the rear boundary, and the front 
and side gardens each have their own 
personality. All of these different spaces 
allow Fiona to indulge her interest in 
horticulture.
 With its plethora of hand-crafted 
details, carefully selected new materials 
that sit quietly alongside the existing fabric, 
and unusual forms that connect to the 
landscape and sky, this house is the perfect 
abode for a pair of empty-nesters, who have 
embraced the close-knit community they 
found almost by accident. 
 “Every day we marvel at how great the 
house is, and how much we love it,” Fiona 
says. “It doesn’t matter what sort of horrible 
day you’ve had, it’s always a pleasure to 
come home to.  
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4  Living
5  Bathroom/laundry
6  Studio
7  Courtyard
8  Store
9  Entry
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HOT WATER AND HEATING  

–  In slab hydronic heating system 
coupled to solar hot water, 
supplied by SmartHeat 

–  Greenland evacuated 16-tube 
solar hot water, 315L

–  Bosch condensing gas boiler  
18kW 5000W NG

–  SH 500I 500 litre thermal 
storage tank, with integral heat 
exchangers. 

WATER SAVING   
–  5000L water tanks 
–  Water captured and stored 

for use on garden and toilet 
flushing.  

PASSIVE DESIGN / HEATING 

AND COOLING

–  Orientated north-east for solar 
gain

–  High-level, openable windows 
for deep sun penetration to old 
house, and to allow cooling in 
summer.

BUILDING MATERIALS 
–   Spotted gum recycled cladding 

for main house, 100mm x 
25mm in shiplap profile

–   Danpalon Multicell 12 
polycarbonate sheeting 

for studio 60 per cent light 
transmission

–   Bricks reused from demolition, 
any additional bricks recycled 
from “The Brick Pit”

–   Timber flooring 18 x 150mm, 
blackbutt floorboards on ply 
fixed directly to slab

–   Careful coordination with 
builder and hydronic supplier 
SmartHeat to ensure issues 
around in-slab heating and 
timber floor, moisture content, 
fixing, expansion on edges  
were resolved

–   Joinery: 19mm AB grade 
blackbutt ply from “Big River” 

–   Insulation: R3.5 bulk insulation 
closed cell double-sided 
reflective foil to ceiling; R2.8 
bulk insulation and layer wrap 
foil for walls

–   Velux VSE electronically 
operated top-hung skylight, 
high-performance double 
glazing. 

WINDOWS AND GLAZING 
–  Custom-made blackbutt doors 

and windows by Acacia Joinery
–  Brio bottom-roller sliding  

door system
–  152mm louvres from Breezway.

DESIGNER

Eoghan Lewis Architects

BUILDER

JAI Constructions

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

SDA Structures

HYDRAULIC ENGINEER

PM Associates

PROJECT TYPE

Alteration and addition

PROJECT LOCATION 

Tempe, NSW

COST

$400,000

SIZE

Land 318 sqm; 
House and studio 112 sqm; 
Pre-renovation: 76 sqm

Tempe 
—Specifications

LIGHTING 
–  LEDs throughout and compact 

fluoros in the kitchen.

PAINTS, FINISHES AND FLOOR 

COVERINGS   
–  Low-VOC Dulux paints
–  Sealed with Timber Plus 

CE102 Wood Preservative 
to manufacturer’s 
recommendations (by Timber 
Solutions) 

–  Sealed with ‘Osmo’ hardwax  
oil seal.

OTHER ESD FEATURES  
–  Additions are modest in size 

(~40 sqm were added including 
storage and studio)

–  Studio and flexible activity 
space is perched at the back of 
the yard to screen an unsightly 
neighbour and enables reduced 
footprint in main house. Clad 
in an insulating polycarbonate 
skin, filtering in southern light 
by day and transforming into a 
glowing lantern by night 

–  Ceiling fans throughout. 
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The painting studio was the catalyst for the entire building project as off-the-shelf studios were discarded for a custom build. Perched high 
in the backyard, the studio is designed as a creative space, but also provides privacy and screens an unsightly neighbour.


